10/31/20D> 16:13 FAX 312 427 6663 



LADAS & PARRY LLP 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



@004/OOS 



Application Serial No. 1 0 /0 2 3,0 02 i0 |5a3j*bA 
Reply to Office Action of May 31 , 2007 



OCT 3 1 2007 



PATENT 
Docket: CLM081 



Amendments to the Claims 

The listing of claims presented below replaces all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application. 

Listing of claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method of manufacturing a framework having a 
hon e yoomb structure w i t h- a plurality of compartments , the method comprising: the 
longth of tho framework from a first e nd to a second ond thereof, with at lea st som e 
of th e compartm e nts b e ing dos e d at tho f i rst ond or at th e s e cond e nd or at both 
e nds of th e framework, from a plura li ty of - sh eets o f-a fl e x i bl e mat e rial, inc l uding the 
steps-efc 

providing a plurality of sheets arranged parallel to one another: 

joining adjacent sheets a first ohoet4o a se cond s h ee t along a plurality 
of join lines to form a first row said plurality of compartments; and 

joining a th i rd shoot to - tho second shoot along a plur a lity of join l in e s 
int e rmediate tho join linos - botwoon tho fi r s t and cocond sh ee t s to form a 
soGond row of oompartmonto; 

jo i ning a fourth sheet to tho third sheet along ^ o plura li ty of jota -J ine s to 
form a third row of compartments, and so on to form the honoycomb 
ofructuro; and 

closing at least some of the plurality of compartments at at least one of 
a the first end of the framework or at-tho and a second end of the framework 
or at both ond s- of th e fr a m e work . 

2. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of closing at least 
some of the compartments comprises closing some or all of the compartments at the 
first end of the framework. 

3. (currently amended) A method according to claim 2, wherein the closing step 
comprises providing a skirt depending from an edge of each sheet at the first end of 
the framework, and joining the skirt of one sheet to another sheet at two ad j acent 
sheets,, on th e first sh ee t to th e s e cond sh ee t to clos e th e f i rst row of compartments, 
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join i ng th e sk i rt on the sooond oho e t - to th e third shoot to dop e the seoond row of 
oompartmontc and s o on. 

4. (currently amended) A method according to claim 2, wherein the closing step 
comprises providing a skirt depending from an edge of each sheet at the first end of 
the framework, and joining the skirt skirts at two adjacent sheets, on the first shoot to 
the sk i rt on tho - sooond oho o t to cloco th e f i rst row of compartm e nts, joining tho ckirt 
on - th e third sh ee t to th e sk i rt on the fourth sh ee t to oioco th e th i rd row - of 
comportments, and oo on. 

5. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of closing at least 
some of the compartments comprises closing all of the compartments at the first end 
of the framework. 

6. (currently amended) A method according to claim 5, wherein the closing step 
comprises providing a skirt depending from an edge of the a first sheet and a skirt 
depending from an edge of the a last sheet at the first end of the framework, 
providing two skirts depending from an edge of every sheet intermediate the first and 
the last sheets at the first end of the framework, joining the skirts at two adjacent 
sheets , s k i rt; on th e first sh ee t to an adjac e nt skirt on tho se oond she e t to ctoso tho 
firot row of compartm e nts, jo i n i ng adjacent skirts on the sooond and third-scoots 
tog e ther to c l oso - tho sooond row of comp a rtm e nts, joining adjacont s k i rts on the third 
and fourth sh e ets tog e thor - to doso - the third row of compartments, and so on. 

7. (previously presented) A method according to claim 3, wherein certain of the 
skirts are omitted or are not joined to another skirt or sheet so as to leave certain of 
the compartments open with others being closed. 

8. (previously presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein the closing 
step is repeated at the second end of the framework. 

9. (previously presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein the method of 
joining the sheets together along join lines, as well as the method of closing at least 
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some of the compartments at the first end of the framework or at the second end of 
the framework or at both ends of the framework may be any suitable method 
selected from the group consisting of heat or ultrasonic welding, sewing, and gluing. 

10. (original) A method according to claim 9, wherein the method of joining or 
closing is heat welding or ultrasonic welding. 

11. (currently amended) A framework having a h on e ycomb structure with a 
plurality of compartments running the length of the framework from a first end to a 
second end with at least some of the compartments being closed at at least one of 
the first end er-at and the second end or both of the framework, the framework being 
manufactured from a plurality of sheets of a flexible material arranged parallel to one 
another 

12. (currently amended) A method of framework according to cl a im 1 1 , which is 
u se d in the manufacture manufacturing [[of]] a structure s e l e ct e d from tho group 
comprising mine supports, dam wall s , s torag e packs, road supports contamination 
baffiers , a rtificia l r ee f units, roof supports, vertical ond horizonta l pr es sur e supports 
and contam i nation barr i ers comprising the steps of: 

providing the framework of claim 1 1 ; and 

filling said compartments with filler material th rough openings located in said 
compartments . 

1 3. (previously presented) A framework manufactured by the method of claim 1 . 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 



4 



PAGE 6/8 1 RCVD AT 1 0/31/2007 5:13:06 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/3 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:312 427 6663 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-14 



